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The Man Booker Prize for Fiction was created in 1969 to stimulate interest in serious British fiction
as a whole, and is awarded each year for the best original full-length novel written in the English
language by a citizen of either the Commonwealth of Nations or the Republic of Ireland. This fall we
explore the Commonwealth and Ireland by reading 4 books which either won the Booker Prize or
been finalists for the prize. Two of the books we will read are short listed for the 40th Anniversary
“Best of the Booker” (Ghost Road and Disgrace) as representative of best fiction-writing of the past
40 years. This discussion series is sponsored by our very own library, the Sheridan County Fulmer
Public Library, and the ClaireYorks Endowment.

--Katie Curtiss, Moderator

The Man Booker Prize for Fiction

Disgraceby J.M. Coetzee
J.M. Coetzee’s novel won the Booker Prize in 1999. The novel takes place in post-apartheid SouthAfrica and is
“an honest and relentless probing of character and motive which secures Coetzee a place among today’s major novelists.
It deals with love and relationships at their most basic; and dark levels as paths to both meaning and survival” (

). Coetzee is the first person to win the Booker Prize twice and is third on the short list for the 40th
Anniversary “Best of the Booker.”

Disgrace

The
Antioch Review

The Ghost Roadby Pat Barker
The Ghost Road

The Ghost Road
The Ghost Road

concerns World War I and is the author’s last book in a celebrated Barker
commented, “The Somme is like the Holocaust. It revealed things about mankind that we cannot come to terms with and
cannot forget. It can never become part of the past.” is the story of several characters who try to come to
terms with the horrific effects of the war on their lives and on their souls. won the Booker Prize in 1995
and is second on the short list for the 40thAnniversary “Best of the booker.”

Regeneration Trilogy.

The Gatheringby Anne Enright
The Gathering is the story of the gathering of a family for a wayward brother’s funeral. It is
an Irish family epic tracing the line of hurt and redemption through three generations; a novel
about how our fate is written in the body, not in the stars. reported that the
novel is “enthralling, reckless, intelligent...is jet dark but how it glitters.” Enright won the
Booker Prize in 2007 and the Hughes & Hughes Irish Novel of theYear award in 2008.

The New York Times

Mister Pipby Lloyd Jones
Mister Pip

MisterPip

takes place in the early 1990’s on an island off Papua New Guinea during a civil
war. The one white teacher on the island reads to the island’s children, Charles Dickens’
classic Dickens’ story gives the children an escape from their brutal
reality and transforms 13-year-old Matilda. This novel allows its readers a “unique way to
explore issues of faith, family, loyalty, identity, and ultimately the

( ). was short listed for the Booker Prize in 2007.

Great Expectations.

transcendence of
literature” Random House


